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Dear Mr. Andrew Price: : [ !
! i & Bevera
tb the killing of Baker by the Indians at Marlinton, I hav
H b 1e ki ing ol Beke

As

)4 1 \ o] g 1 . He esid
1 by aptain Joeal Hill, who was a son of Richard Hill ]
nag been tolc Yy o -~

i 3 o the river to
Sabboth morning and Richard Hill and Baker started t
L

o 1ker en Mr. Hi cams to ce, he
i Hill was in front of Baker. Wh Mr. 5 1 & = Lo the fence,
i 5 Wim. s I 8 a8 1F :

was on a

i and on the
put ® hand on.the fence. and jumped over. When Mr. Beker put his han

. : het
‘ence, the Indisn shot him through the breast. The Indian then threw his hatc
8%t Hill end missed his head. Rill leaped back over the fence. Baker sank downm

. raqd d
in a fence corner and asked Hill not to leave him. Hill ran to the house &an

. : 0
went.to get his gun. The women had been cleaning up and had moved the guns from
the plece they were usually kept, and he could not find his gun.

A small boy by the name of Slater hed & gun in his hands. This Mr. Hill

tried to take it from him. Slater hed sovue sort of a hypnotic fit end held on

10

the gun while Hill SWung him sbout over the floor, for sometime before he
could wrench the gun from Slater. w
But in the meantime the Indien had prizeg up the corner of the fence, dulled

Beker's neck, dragged him under the fen€e and scalped

him Hill said if he could have foung his

EUn he might have shot the Indian; at

+e28% have kept Baker from being scalped. Nr., Hill said the Indian had hidden
under the bank

of the river behind a clump of Greenbriers,

M. R. Dunlap

“onca City, Oklahoms,
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POCAHONTAS COUNTY.

CHAPTER 4 - Section 2 - Part a

ere tne Indians who caused the

The Shawnees W
There

settlers in the Greenbrier 'alley the most trouble.

was hardly a time when a Greenbrier Valley man would not

shoot & Shawnee on sight and they were & most bloody nuisenco

when our ancestors were trying to raise a patch of corn on

the rich lands here in the old days. The fact that the

Shawnees were in the east and the west too is due to the

fact that they were split into two tribes. The tribe that

lived east of the mountains in the Tennessee country was

forced north by their enemies and they were sometimes after

that found with towns at Winchester, in the Valley of

Virginia and different places in Pennslyvania@. This

eastern tribe in moving itocand from the settlements at
Winchester and eastern Pennsylvania had to traverse West

Virginia. They would have to cross Seneca Trail or Warrior's

Road which runs through Pocahontas County, and the military

town of the Iroquois at Mingo Flats, Randolph County, lay in

their line of travel and that is the occasion of the corrupting

of that place and making the garrison traitor to the Five

Netions.

The Senecas, the last tribe to join the Five Nations,

was the highest type of Indians in this section of the country.

When they joined the Five Nations, they refused to give up

their arms and were made the police force of the 110qﬁbiﬁm-;“
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and kept to themselves the department of Wwar end

The part of this country whic
They gave UP

That is the

tions
’ h is now

sreign arffairs.
y was kebt by the Senecas.

o their military life.
oad that ran through the

oa Trail rather than

Pocahontas Count
cannibalism but clung t
reason that the great military r
county seventy miles was known as the Sene

the Iroquois road. This road was probably the mpst T
ica at the earliest date that history recordse.

emark-

able road in Amer

It led from New York to Georgia an
It passed through Elkins and turned there to

d was about five hundred

miles longe.
follow up the Fygarts Valley, crossing over the waters of Elk

River at Mingo, over Elk Yountain at Edray, down Indian Draft
and through Marlinton, winding to the west of Hillsboro, and

coming along Droop Mountain to cross the Greenbrier River neal
It was soO

‘the county line between Greenbrier and Pocahontas.
important & highway that in the French and Indian was, the first
activity west of thgaiﬁleghany was to establish a garrison of
soldiers ar lMarlin Bottom, now Marlinton, to watch that road,
not against the Five Nations, but against the Shawnees and
other allies of the French.

Flint is very plentiful in Pocahomtas County. It
is likely that the northwest Indians from as far north &s
Ohio and Marshall Bounties found it convenient to send
their young men to this county to get flint. On Stamping
Creek, near Mill Point, on the farm of Tom Beard and about
one-half mile back of his residence, is a fine blue grass

?asture. Here there are several hundred of the pits. Here
£€1so was Pocahontas County's oldest industry. The red men came




Fsliq Y. MeLaushlin

-l
lers

the ant
rrom the rar counties with their spades made rrom

end
of deer, elk and moose, staked their claimg,worked vhem
les secured

carried back to the rflint workers the precious nodu
It seems remerkeple that Indians would

by the expedltlon.
re within TWO

travel two hundred miles for flint when they we
But this is explained DY the

thousand feet of it at home.
ht down in the ground,

fact that it was two thousand feet straig
and that they had to follow the streams on the surface of the

sarth until they found a place where it was within digging

To see the flint pit of Pocahontas, get permission

distance.
circle

from Tom Beard, go in the Stamping Creek gateway road
the high grassy knoll and there you are. It is a beautiful
and the workings are well defined and easily identified.

place
To get

was invaluable to the Indians. They had no iron.

¥1lint
edged todls that could be used as knives, as weapons, and &s
augers, it weas necessary to get flint, and if he lived I&ar

away then expeditions had to be made to go after it or it

tribe in the coursse of trede., The

would have to come to the

Indisns were not afflicted with hair on the race as are tne
palefaces,yet without rlint they would have presented & hairy
appearance. They not only shaved their faces with it but &lso
leaving & scalp lock i'or the benefit of anyone who

the skull,
would take it. The gimlet was a common instrument from rlint.
The handles were wood attached th the flint plades by rawhide
put on wet and which bound it like iron when it had dried.

T4 o .
Hlstorians agree that bone was used for the sheping of arrow

heads and knives and other manufactured articles. They had
enother set of tools called axes and these were used to reduce

—
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1 they are
the rlint to fragments. These axes or tomashawks as y

or'ten called were mage from

s

greenstone or diorite, an igneou
; inding

rock rormed by great heat. The edges were rormed by gr

4 U ‘ - Al . &

ind were very hard.

: 5 ' Indians
From all that remains of the rormer presence of
ln our region, they never ocoupled it as a place of rixed

‘manent habitation, byt for temporary resort in late Spring,

Summer, and early autumn, The existing traces or Indien
Ccoupancy all indicate such to have been a ract, At Clover
Lick, Marlinton, ang Oon the 61d Field Fork of Elk are T'ound
most that remains

™4

1e most intere question is foung
the 01d Fielg Fork or

in a meadow near Gibsons on

Elk River
twelve miles from Marlinton, This meadow W8s cleared aboyt
1860 by William Gibson, ang takes the place of one o the
thickest patches of laurel ang alder brugh that the late William
Gibson hag €Ver worked at 1n all his life, After it Was cleared
and put

32

in meadow, g Circle 8Ppeared about ]

Teet in diamater,
f'ormed of g Strange Brass that 8TOWS, or has not been S€éeén any
Place elgg, Mr. Gibson Sald that he had seen Similapr grass in
in Indiana,

The cirele 1s rormed of two rigures representing
attlesnakes in the agt or mutually swallowing ®&8ch other,
I'l1gure- the

Cne
Yellow ruttlur~symbolizes light,. The black rattlep
typifies durknosu; both Combineqd Tepresent The succession
night ang day, ang illustrates the Indian idea of tine, Here
the hunteps woulqd H8semble tgo i0voke the ray
ysterious deity

or or that mi

the contemplated Pursuit of &

ghty
» Upon Whom

dme
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essential to their subsistance and of their squaws and

papooses, dependad. Or if about To go on the waz paiily o

hraves would rally here &s & rendevous, -and with their dark &nd
bloody rites and ceremonial dances perfZsrmed Within or EoHna
rele would seek to placate the s2sme mysterious power

+ 3

s ci

success over their enemies in the p&snding battles.

=

There

=y T
0

quite & contrast between the aims &rnd purposes of the

fiith them

was

Tndians &nd pioneers, especially the Sh=swnees.

mere subsistence in the easiest way was the paramount guestion at

issue, and for such & purpose no regiom surpassed this for their

USES. The county abounded in &ll kizids of wild geame &nd the
streams were alive with fish. My trather was a small boy about
six years old at the outbreak of the Ciwil War. He l?ved at
the old Inn at Travekers Repose at the head of the Grégnbrier
River. I have heard him tell many time=gs of going out Leroro
breakfast and catching a bushel of mou=tain trout.

None of the 110 Lolonial Incian Forts autnorized by
the ~ssembly- 1750-1770 - were in Poc&Xontas County. The
reason for that peing that it was on “estern waters. But there
was a 1ort called Ft. Greenbrier locatud at Marlinton, with &
garrison or about 200 men about 1754, There were three Indiasn
garrison towns in Pocahontas County; o©ne at Jim Gibson's on

Elk, one at Marlinton, but I have not been able to locate th
e

b oA i Pl
other one, 1t was somewhere in Llie lowep end or the Count
- y.

I'he Indij o .
© “RAlEns used very few bopking utensils while on

ese expeditions. Their

géme was I'Oasted over the fire on




t1CKXSs Oor poles in Very much the S&me way that We barbacuye
JUr meats today,

Mr., Calvin Price, Editor or the Pocahontasg Times,
me his collection of Indian relies today, He tolg me
+ha8t he had about twenty thousand or them but rop 0e To say

v Itwelve thousangd, He has thenm backed in barrels, draweerg

n

and every imaginable Place, And, of Course, he hag Several
hundred or them on display inp the Times Office where Visitors may
see then, Llost or ithese were Tound aroung Marlinton but he

has some from &ll over the county, It would pe impossible

Ior me to catalogue all or them, Some of These Telics are

Very beautirfy] and show great skill ip wortmanship. Among tne

things he has 8re hundreqs Oof arpow heads, g Iling Shovel T'ound

Bear the Coupt House inp ﬁarlinton, 8 flint axe Tound at
;obelia, & Pipe roung a8t the Hamiltop Fielq 4ddition to

iﬁrlinton, 8 8reenstopg 4Xxe foung near Johnp lMcNeels jp the

id na+ T - r
did not heve the long Stem, It lookeq gg 1T ig D1ght haye Deen

_:‘r'h - »
POlisheg &nd on One siqe Were Ning Sm&l] straigﬁt I

in g 8Toup ang threeg 8Toups of them,
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¢10%s or poles in very much the S8me way thet we barbacue

fo

ts today.

Mr. Calvin Price, Editor or the Pocahontas Times,

nowed me his collection Oor Indian relies Ttoday. He 10ld me

47

that he had about twenty thousand of them but ror me o say
8bout twelve thousand, He has them pécked in barrels, draweers
&nd every imaginable Placs. And, of course, he has several
hundred of them on display in the Times Office where Visitors may

see them, llost of these were found around Marlinton but he

ha

tn

Some Irom &all over the county, It would pe impossible

Tfor me to catalogue g11 O them. Some ofr These reliecs are
Very beautiful ang show great skill in workmanship, Among tne
things he has are hundreds of aroow heads, a flint shovel roung
16ar the Court Hoyse i;_ﬁarlinton, a8 flint axe Tound at.
Lobelia, & Pipe round at the Hamilton Fielg 4ddition 1o
Marlinton, 4 greenstone axe Iound near Jonp lMcNeels in the
Little Levels, To me the most interesting O all tpe relics

» HO0T unlike the Pipes today, éxcept it
did not have the long stenm, It look

iound ip Mariinton,

their graing,
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Price is always most kind about showing and explaining about them.

ate Andrew Price in some of his writings for the W. Va.

he
ae

Storical Society said that he had picked up &s many &s fifty
His garden lies along

[

'row heads while plowing his garden.

=]
(=

the Seneca Trail or Warriors Road as the Indians called ite.

MATERIAL FROM:

Articles written by the late Lndrew Price, Pres. of the West

Va. Historical Society and published in the VWest Va, Legis-

lative Hand book for 1926 &nd 1928, - T =
History of Pocahontas Co. by Dr. Wm. T. Price

Withers Chronicles of Border Warfare.

Information from Calvin Price, Editor of Pocahontas Times,




CHAPTER 4 - Section 1~
/

I have been unable to rind &any ev

to the Indiens. Mr. Douglas McNeill, I
larlinton High Sohool, tells me that he has

deal of time and study on this question ﬂm} he 1
quite unlikely thatl there were any Mound Bui:
except on hunting expeditions, &s they were
and this county at that time was not sulted to
pursuits. However, Mr. McNeill says he knows or
mounds in this county but he could not say for

they were built by the Mound Builders or the Indians.,

N

Of these mounds is on the Kee farm about a mile from
Marlinton,

and the other is on his farm about two mlu'{ '1;.' :
from Buckeye., ..

They one on his farm he excavated last
summer .,

™

They found no sign that 1t had ever been used

T

as a burial ground, but they qiq find some ancient monay; F..' .
This money may have been used by the Mound Builders op
it may have have been Indian money.

This he has never
been able to find out about,




of any Red.lan.ever having;?#thWBﬁriﬂtﬁLﬁ&

country. o e T
f or the pumerous n 81t ea uaaﬂ by %
\oﬁﬁ‘z' /F (: . ‘
appears to have been on thﬂ_ﬁite_gf»
.-'--'-u..--l-‘-d

like the Whi'te Men who fQIIDWEd
on the broad flats at the. mm;thmg..s.'
nearly. every. P&mp'B*LE is aaw'covequ i,
one_of our qzﬁéigﬁné qrfzi{%agfs.‘ mggﬁ@ g{
#uthnyxxnn were found on 0ld Field ?or&ﬁuggx
Cloverlick Creek, Hearby_ls_ihﬁ.ﬂgmﬂua Magic
vas discovered by William Gibson 1n 1660 afte:

.a. fleld of dense laurel and_alder brush4 _ﬂhg?i

gk

a-p@dTEA; formed \of Crasses similar. *o,ﬂome_g ﬁnui

becnﬁpreqared for meadqm.a .circle. aboyt_lﬁa

-
™

widd die west but. Bnbif&lj forelgn,jo ﬁhls region,’
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i
on - Indlan lore.neacrlbe ,this c1rcle as_being tne flgurﬂ

Er o e

Ewo snakes in. the act of swallow1ng_gacn otner.

Tne ¥ eJ..l. ow
rattler daplctsqllght

. the black one representﬂ qg;xnegsxr j
their-aet- reveals the Xnd;aa_

_ldea ef the augp_g[a;p
and day.,-

‘In the;r.travels anto..

ana thraugn ~tae co
locabed-traila

-whmh a.re,:rollamﬁ, lia..g
redern hlghwgv a"gg&h,ﬁuﬂgﬁgkh'”'

connecting the
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